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TAMMY JO WILSON

The exhibition Black Artists Matter showcases contemporary Oregon artists in an effort to
address an imbalance in representation. Their voices should be heard, not because they are
black, because they are human beings with unique life experiences. It is essential to lift up the
contributions of black artists above systematic oppression in life and in art. Black artists should
be recognized as individuals, without the filter of what the Western art canon tells us black art is
or should be. The artists in this exhibition are all important black and African artists living and
working here in Oregon. The artwork in this exhibition expresses more than their experience of
living in a state and country rooted in systematic racism; their work speaks to the experience of
being human.

“It's almost as if, in order fo be a successful black arfist, they must perpetually creafe art that
speaks on black culture and racism. It's not important for an artist’s race to be apparent just
by looking at their work but, knowing that there are an increasing number of black arfists being
featured in museums and galleries is important. True progress will be achieved when work by black
artists are collected based on the same criteria as their mainsfream white counterparfs instead
of being judged as having an inherent racial bias. It is up to modern day art collectors, curators,
and art historians to change the perspective.”

- Tania Inniss
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JEREMY OKAI DAVIS

Jeremy Okai Davis (b. Charlotte, NC) received a BFA

in painting from the University of North Carolina in
Charlotte, NC. Davis relocated to Portland, OR in 2007
where he has continued his studio practice in addition to
working as a graphic designer and illustrator. His work has
been shown nationally af the Studio Museum of Harlem
(New York, NY), THIS Los Angeles (Los Angeles, CA), Wa
Na Wari (Seattle, WA) and The Rotating Art Program at
Portland International Airport (Portland, OR). Davis's work
resides in the Lonnie B. Harris Black Cultural Center at
Oregon State University and the University of Oregon'’s
permanent collection. Elizabeth Leach Gallery began
representing Jeremy Okai Davis in 2019.

MAYA VIVAS

Maya Vivas is a multidisciplinary artist working in a variety
of mediums such as ceramic, performance, painting,
social practice and installation. Maya has exhibited work,
spoken on panels and hosted workshops throughout

the United States including venues and institutions such
as Portland Institute for Contemporary Art, The National
Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts, Louisiana
State University and Yale. Vivas is also co-founder

of Ori Gallery. Whose mission is to redefine “the white
cube” through amplifying the voices of Queer and Trans
Artists of color, community organizing and mobilization
through the arts.

“Through sculptural gesture, absurdity, carnality, speculative fiction, and body horror,

| navigate questions of diasporic body memory and space as filtered through the senses.”
- Maya Vivas









